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Clivatte, Scorned by Villager*, 

Leap* Into Art Spotlight 
on Madison Avenue 

ONCE PAL OF BUFFALO BILL 

As an "Artist" at 80 Views Himself 

Prom being a bizarre Greenwich 
Village character who ran a curiosity 
•hop, Juat one of a lot of bizarre VU-
lage character*, an old fellow Hearing 
eighty haa suddenly leaped Into what 
New York art critics and painters say 
will soon be nation-wide fame. 

Merton Olivette has been p»ti»*»^> 
pictures for seventy years. Mo O M 
cared much. Some even giggled. Orssn-
wlch Village art critics and painters, 
even today, spoke lightly and irrever
ently of the funny old fellow. 

"His stuff Is terrible." said one. But 
that was in the Village. 

Up on Madison avenue Olivette was 
coming into his own. Critics and 
painters of considerable note were 
staring at the mad motion and the 
gorgeous color of his canvases, h u n g 
In the New Art Oallery. and calling 
them wonderful. Then they began t o 
buy. Since the exhibition began, three 
days ago, more than thirty of the 
paintings have been bought a t prices 
ranging from' $300 to #2000. according 
to George 8. Hellman, owner of the 
gallery. 

Jo Davidson, the noted American 

sculptor, snapped u p a canvas, said 

l i t . Hellman. Paul Manshlp, another 

notable sculptor, snapped up another. 

An art critic and a painter argued con

cerning whtch had picked out a certain 

seascape first. 
And Merton Clivette. seventy-nine, 

darts about among his fast-going paint
ings a n d his laudatory fellow artists 
and critics and beams. All along he's 
been confident he would "arrive." It's 
a great day for Clivette of Greenwich 
Village. 

Clivette was well known In t h e 
Village for years. But never famous. 
Uuless you can call It fame to be known 
aa the proprietor of a curiosity shop 
with the strange name of "Soul Light 
Shrine." But it attracted a lot of at
tention. 

According to Mr. Hellman and c u 
vette, the former discovered the 
painter's genius. The Madison avenue 
exhibition Is Olivette's first one-man 
show in high art circles. But hla 
things used to be exhibited here and 
there In funny little village clubs. In 
one of these one day last year. Mr. 
Hellman came face to face with a 
large canvas showing four horsemen 
outriding a blizzard. The art gallery 
man caught his breath. It looked 
like the riders were about to ride htm 
down. That, he figured, was art. He 
bought the picture. Later ha bought 
others. Then the show opened on 
Tuesday. 

Motion. Color . His Achievements 
And then the critics and painters 

dropped in, as they do at a Madison 
•venue show—and Clivette arrived. 

Color, light and demoniac motion, 
they say. are his great achievements. 
His fish swim in moving waters and his 
tiger snarls. Hla cascades and his 
horsemen thunder. 

Today the old man told why they 
do. 

"I used to be a juggler." he said, 
"end a magician. After forty years 
of tossing six knives into the air 
you learn light and motion. The horses? 
Why, I used to ride with Jesse James 
and a lot of those fellows." 

Cllvette's life Is, as he tells it, more 
stupendous than his works. 

He was born in a boat o n ths In
dian Ocean and ran away when h e was 
six, following the red wagons of a 
circus. He became a t ight rope walker. 
Once he fell, when an enemy cut the 
tight rope, and killed two people. The 
fall tore his painting forearm open 
The scar that he shows la like one from 
* shark's bite. 

He crossed the ocean thirty-two 
times. He was a friend and student 
of Rodin and his portrait of the sculp
tor is said by some to be the finest 
ever done of Rodin. 

Back in America in the eighties, Cli
vette says he ran gambling houses In 
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LOWELL ASSAILS 
COLLEGE SPORES 

Harvard President -Urges Sub
ordination of Games to 

Good of School 

ALLUDES TO PRINCETON 

Above is reproduced a portrait of Merton Clivette by himself. He is the 
Greenwich Village painter who leaped into art fame a t eighty. 

the West. He says his back bears more 

than 300 knife and bullet wounds. He 

says he has a couple of dozen bullets 

In him now. 

"I'm billed as a highwayman and 
horse thief," laughs the old man. And 
he is. Here's what the gallery pla
cards fay: "Sometime acrobat, magi
cian, horse thief, highwayman, circus 
man, poet, sculptor, fomentor of dis
turbances in the Par East and superb 
Baron Munchausen." He admits he 
used to "run cattle." 

When Clivette talks, he talks like all 
these things. ' His hands, even at sev
enty-nine, are flames. He used to do 
tricks for Queen Victoria and the Czar 
of Russia, he says. To illustrate mo
tion, he will balance an umbrella on 
his chin In front of a canvas in the 
quiet gallery—or juggle a few dozen 
objects. 

He looks a little like a slender Buf
falo Bill, with his mustache and chin 
beard. He leaps at his canvases like a 
youth to show you how he paints. He 
takes In a scene, he says, with a jug
gler's eye, and t h e n madly paints. 
They are "raving" about a tiger he just 
painted. 

"I did i t i n half an hour," h e savs. 

"Tou got to get motion quick, before it 
dies on you." 

Meanwhile his blossoming into a 
one-man show uptown has got plenty 
. : at ..c - Clivette, they say, Is here to 

' stay And to see h im pirouetting 
around, gayly roaring out anecdotes 

1 about his old buddy, Jesse James, you 
I get the Idea that seventy-nine Isn't 
j very old for his first exhibition after 
all. 

PACKARD GIVES $1,000,000 
Bethlehem, Pa.. Jan. 16 OP).—A gift 

of (1,000,000 for the erection of a n elec
trical and mechanical engineering 
laboratory at Lehigh University from 
James Ward Packard of Warren O.. 
mechanical engineering graduate of 
the class of 1884 and originator of the 
Packard Motor Car, was announced at 
the meetlng,.of the board of trustees of 
Lehigh today. 

The new laboratory Is designed to be 
one of the finest plants of its kind In 
the world. It is to be one of the larg
est of the university's buildings and 
will provide every modern facility for 
Instruction and research In the applied 
sciences. 

Cambridge, Mass., Jan 18 OP).—Col

leges ought "to be something more than 

adjuncts to football stadia, president 

A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard be

lieves. 

In a statement today clarifying and 
defining the university's athlet ic Ideals 
and policy he declared that t h e true 
end of athletic Interest is the promo
tion of physical development and well-
being throughout the s tudent body. 

The statement, which formed a part 
of his nr?nn*i report to the overseers, 
deplored the excesses of spectacular 
games and asserted that intercollegiate 
contests must not be regarded as e n 
tertainment for the alumni and public. 

Harking back, apparently, to the dis
ruption last fall of the big three of 
Eastern sports, when Harvard precipi
tated Princeton's withdrawal from 
athletic contests with the Crimson. Dr. 
Lowell praised the policy of rotation 
of games which made Tale the only 
fixture on the annual football schedule. 

Princeton withdrew from the big 
three by severing relations wi th Har
vard when authorities here refused to 
alternate the Bull Dog and the Tigers 
as the season's last opponent. At that 
time It was announced that only Tale 
would be met regularly. 

Resemble Professional Games 

"At present Intercollegiate sports re
semble less those of fifty years ago 
than they do the world series of the 
professional baseball leagues. the 
games In the Coliseum In Rome, or 
the races In Constantinople," said 
President Lowell. 

"Intercollegiate athletics ought to 
aim as their real object at physical cul 
ture for all. as Instruction alms at 
education for all. To devote at tent ion 
almost wholly to Intercollegiate teams 
is not more Justified than t o devote 
attention almost exclusively to high 

$500. Monthly 
Would you like to know how 
much it would cost to guarantee 
the above life income t o your 
wife or dependents should you 
die suddenly? 

Y»mr Imquhy fevfcW 

William S. Blizzard 
r*« Lttdmt Lift I n a r a m Cmmpsmi— 

1 1 8 Broadway, New York 

l ively HtUe care 
(or the rest of the s tudent body." 

Intercollegiate contests . President 
Lowell continued, had their justifica
tion in sustaining athletic interest but 
tended In the popular mind to become 
an end In themselves. 

Spectacular Saturday contests have 
a disturbing Influence on players and 
student body, tend to disrupt school 
work and distort in t h e minds of pub
lic and alumni the real object of the 
college, Dr. Lowell assorted. 

Sports for Students 

"Intercollegiate games," he Added 
should be played. In so far as they 

promote the objects for which the col
lege exists. They should be conducted 
for the benefit of s tudents , by them 
and by the appropriate authorities of 
the university, not by. others, to fur
nish entertainment to alumni and pub
lic. 

"With these ideas in mind. Harvard's 
director of athletics (William J. Bing
ham), has desired to reduce the ex
cessive prominence of the games which 
precede the great final contest with 
Tale that close the season; and, sup
ported unanimously by the committee 
on athletics, he decided t o do so by not 
playing continuously, year after year, 
with any other college. 

"This Is the first a t tempt to grapple 
with a problem generally felt to be very 
serious by the people responsible for 
the welfare of American colleges. It is 
a courageous move, because It is cer
tain to encounter opposition; but it 1* 
one that deserves the support of all 
men who appreciate the duty that col
leges owe to the progress of higher 
education In this country." 

FLU EPIDEMIC PEAK 
E 

Disease Prevalent in 12 Coun
tries—38 Die in Month in 

Egypt 

DANISH QUEEN NOW ILL 

John W . Ball 
Penn Tan. N. v., Jan. IS OP).—John 

W. Ball, county superintendent of poor 
for the last twelve years, died suddenly 
today at the county home at Esperanza, 
Before being elected superintendent, 
Mr. Ball was overseer of the poor in 
the town of Jerusalem 

Geneva. Switzerland. Jan. IS OP) — 

Health experts on the staff of ths 

League of Nations believe Europe's in

fluenza epidemic has reached Its peak. 

Reports to the League show that 
the disease la prevalent in the twelve 
countries of Prance, Spain. Scotland, 
Norway. Poland. Rumania. Jugo Slavia. 
Oreece, Bulgaria, Egypt, The Nether
lands and Switzerland. 

Egypt had the high proportion of 
thirty-eight deaths in 171 cases dur
ing December; fifty-two deaths are re
ported lor that month In Scotland, and 
there were thirteen fatalities in Am
sterdam, Holland, for the week ending 
January 1. 

The rate of mortality was low In 
Spain and Poland. Although ths di
sease has made some gains in the re
gion of Corunna, Spain, it la diminish
ing In Bilbao, where a heavy rainfall, 
doctors say, will aid In controlling It. 

King Christian of Denmark Is said 
to be Improving from his mild attack. 
although still confined to his bed, 
Queen Alexandria is among the new 
cases there. 

mn 

Wlll lam Lincoln A n d r e w s 
Baltimore, Jan. IS OP).—William Lin

coln Andrews, fifty-nine, vice-president 
Consolidation Coal Company, in charge 
of operations for Baltimore and Nor
folk, Vs., died here today. 
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LOVBLY 
NEW 

MODELS 

Both elaborate stud simple styles 

ready for Warmer Climates 

COATS SPORTS APPAREL GOWNS 

CLEARANCE SALE 
All Winter Models 

COATS FURS GOWNS 
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o O R E THROAT? Use a tea-
(7 spoonful of Carbo-Septic 
in one-third glass of hot water 
as a gargle and obtain quick 
relief. You'll find it wonder
fully effective and delight
fully soothing. A Dollar bottle 
holds enough for 24 treat
ments. At your Druggist or 
mailed direct 

i Corp., 3*3 SA Av^N.T 
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DEDICATED TO THE SERVICE 
OF PACKARD OWNERS 

A New Up'Town Service Station 
Broadway at Sherman Avenue 

THE 

of the 

MOTOR COACH TRAIN 
CONNECTION SERVICE 

No changing of can 
No long walks or stair* 
No bother with hand-baggage 
None of die usual terminal 

inconvenience* 
No worry shout catching your 

train. It waits for the coach. 
Step from coach to train 
All coaches are comfortably heated 

No additional charge. 
fefanflftf service from die Bronldyn Coach Sts-
rioO, 191 Joraletnon 5*i haor COttft, direct to 

' in Jersey City. 

W A I T S * V. tStTfUT. O—MI 
j. a.aoorr.cj—1 a w - r. 

tS9S Biaed n.«« »Vd sweet.MesrVeefe. 

Baltimore &> Ohio 
1 9 2 7 - 1 0 0 Y E A R 8 OF S E R V I C E - 1 9 2 7 

* convenience of complete seiflte 
in an easily accessible location It now 
available to the Packard owners of 
Manhattan thru the opening of our 
new Up-Town Broadway Building at 
Sherman Avenue and Broadway. 

This modern Show Room and Service 
Station is near 196th Street at the in
tersection of Broadway and Sherman 
Avenue. 

Tou will meet at Sherman Avenue 
many of the service men who had 
the pleasure of serving you at Long 
Island. Mr. C. E. Anderson, formerly 
superintendent at Long Island, will 
have entire charge of this Service 
Department. 

In addition to the general and quick 
Service Department, the Sherman 

Telephone: W A D S W O R T H 6440 

PACKARD MOTOR CAR COMPANY cf N. Y. 
PACKARD BUILDING 

BROADWAY AT 61st STREET NEW YORK 

P A C K A R D 
Ask Ths* Man Who Owns One 

Avenue Building houses Paint and 
Conch Shops. Considerable saving of 
time in repairs results from this tea* 
tore of combining every phase of serv
ice work under one roof. Needless 
to say, the equipment is of the moat 
modern type. Everything hat been 
done to make possib le real service to 
Packard owners on Manhattan Island. 

The Packard Motor Car Co. of New 
York r Hikes that the Increasing pop
ularity of the Packard car demands a 

number of conveniently In-
service quarters. 8ince 1925, 

over $5,000,000 haa been invested In 
Packard properties for service In New 
York and the Metropolitan District. 
The Sherman Avenue Building is but 
one of several stations where Packard 

the 
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