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F P L EXPECTS 30 THEATRES 
BY NEXT SEASON'S OPENING 

Start for Objective of 100 Theatres in Taking Over B. S. Moss 
Circuit. Moss to Be General Manager of Theatre 

Combination for Picture Concern. Adolph 
Zukor Ready to Buy, Buy in or Build. 

That the Famous Players-Lasky is 
sincere in its reported -intention to 
operate 100 of its own controlled the
atres for picture exhibition purposes 
was generally accepted after the an
nouncement that it had taken over the 
B. S. Moss Circuit of pop vaudeville 
houses HI Greater New York. 

The F. P.-L.-Moss deal, no small the
atrical itent, was completed within 24 
hours between Adolph Zukor and B. S. 
Moss attorneys, for both sides are 
said to have closed the negotiations 
within two hours after receiving the 
details. When the papers were signed 
Zukor had the Moss theatres under 
the direction of his company and Moss 
was richer by $750,000, according to 
the story. That is the amount report 
credits Moss with having received for 
his interest in his circuit. Moss re
ceived, it is said, $250,000 in cash when 
he signed and the remainder in cash 
when he turned the properties over. 
It's the quickest big deal ever recorded 
in the show business. 

With the disposal of his theatres to 
the F. P.-L. combination, Moss agreed 
to the proposal of Mr. Zukor that he 
take charge of the theatre managing 
end of the business. This includes the 
securing and operation of the 100 the
atres made the objective by the Fa
mous Players-Lasky. It is an impor
tant post in the show world and bounds 
heavily to the credit of B. S. Moss, 
who, through the selection, apexes a 
theatrical career of seven years, com
ing into vaudeville from commercial 
life. The Moss theatres and their lo
cations, together with their construc
tion, all carried weight for the selec
tion of the Moss houses and Moss 
himself by the F. P.-Lasky's astute di
rector general, Zukor. The Moss the
atres taken over by the film people 
are the Hamilton at Broadway and 
145th street, the Regent at 7th avenue 
and 116th street, Jefferson on East 
14th street, Flatbush, in Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, and the Broadway (under 
lease) at Broadway and 40th street. 
Besides the Moss building sites at 

Broadway and 181st street, Manhattan, 
and 161st street, Bronx, will go for
ward under the film's concern direc
tion, per Moss, who will reassume 
charge of his own original course in 
building as the theatre representative 
of the big film corporation's operations 
in that line. 

The Famous Players-Lasky is pre
pared to buy, buy in or build any the
atre it decides upon, anywhere that 
strikes it as advantageous. The the
atres under its control will operate 
picture shows, but not necessarily all 
pictures turned out by the F. P.-L. or 
its affiliations. It has been estimated 
that the Moss-governed theatres will 
not play on the whole over 50 per cent, 
of the F.-P. output. Rather they will 
be in the market to snatch up such 
subjects as in their judgment will 
prove the most profitable in exhibition, 
for the benefit of the gross and for the 
loss thereby to competitors. 

It is somewhat authentically re
ported that Moss will be at the head, 
for the F. P.-L., by the opening of next 
season of 50 theatres, obtained for 
picture exhibition. These will be added 
to rapidly until the objective of 100 
theatres, more or less, has been 
reached. 

The 30 houses to start the season, 
besides having for its New York 
leaders the Moss theatres, will carry 
along as typifying the picture world 
the Rivoli and -Rialto, Broadway, New 
York, over which the F. P.-L. lately 
obtained control. The Rivoli and 
Rialto picture programs will be sent 
intact into the Moss houses in New 
York and duplicates may be placed in 
theatres obtained outside New York. 
The Rivoli and Rialto programs will 
be the F. P.-L. models, and so con
structed for the houses "outside New 
York as the tariff will allow. They will 
be aided by a publicity campaign of 
the F. P.-L. when its pictures are ex
hibited, and through this the admission 
prices may be raised. Where a theatre 
has been charging 25 cents top for its 

(Continued on page 19) 

ITALIAN ORCHESTRA COMING. 
The announcement last week that 

the Saint Cecilia Orchestra, Italy's 
greatest symphonic organization, would 
tour America next fall, has in back of 
it a well defined idea on the part of 
Italy to counteract the influence of the 
recently ended tour of the Paris Con
servatoire symphony orchestra, sent 
here under official sanction of the 
French Government, and designed to 
stimulate interest in French music and 
opera. 

The orchestra is officially known as 
that of the Royal Academy of Saint 
Cecilia and also the Augusteum orches
tra and is reputed to be the oldest 
musical society in the world. 

The Saint Cecilians are coming here 
under the auspices of the Italian King. 
It is the second notable musical fea
ture listed, the other being the Sis-
tine Chapel Choir Singers, the latter 
however, being under different man
agement. 

The tour of the Saint Cecilia sym
phony was arranged by the Count of 
San Martino, its president and Otto 
H. Kahn in association with several 
well knowj Americans of Italian line
age. Mr. Kahn was also at the head 
of the Parisian musicians' tour. Rich
ard G. Herndon, who managed the 
French-American musical activities 
last season, is now abroad arranging 
the details for the coming of the 
Italian artists. 

FRIENDLY PAPER. 
The billboard paper designed for the 

tour of the several "Friendly Enemies" 
companies next season i n d u e s litho
graphs of a distinctly intimate though 
international flavor. 

The lithos will depict President Wil
son and the King of England. The 
wording under the President's picture 
will say: "Well, George, I told you it 
was a good show." The reply under 
the King's picture will be: "You're 
right, Woodrow." 

The show is being presented in Eng
land under the title of "Uncle Sam." 

STARRING MIKE DONALSON. 
Mike Donalson, the most decorated 

soldier in the ranks of professionals, 
is to be taken on a tour of the country 
by Johnny Ford, who is now collecting 
a troupe to offer a show in connection 
with Mike. 

No arrangements for booking have 
been made, but the show will consist 
of several acts, including Ford's danc
ing specialty, Mike lecturing on his ex
periences. Donalson won the D. S. O., 
Croix de Guerre with Palm and Medaille 
Militaire, as well as an Italian decora
tion. 

BUNKING GREENWICH VILLAGE. 
Greenwich Village has many queer 

and unique things, but the topnotcher 
of them all is the Home of the Soul 
Light Shrine on the corner of Sheri
dan square. The Shrine is conducted 
by Clivette, formerly known in vaude
ville as The Man in Black, prominent 
around Chicago a few years ago. 

shop, but his Soul Light Shrine * 
prize bunk of the Village. The 
is a large picture of Christ, set 
wall of the building's cellar 
Clivette gives a lecture or 
derful mysteries of the cat 
the chumps are standing in 1 
ness. The cellar, a damp, m 
is explained by Mme. Clivett 
been the former slave market 
of men, and the picture a ma, 
picked up by Clivette in Ind 
years ago. Sightseeing bus* 
the chumps down in loads to * 
lectures, after which they ar 
through the gallery and gr 
portunity to make purchase 

Clivette is cleaning up on, 
and has forsaken vaudeville^ 

KLAW BUYS "GREENWICH Fi 
Joseph Klaw bought in o 

Greenwich Follies" this week, 
over 51 per cent, of the Bohe 
Inc., which is producing the 
Young Klaw saw several rehe* 
and the deal was made after he 
remarked that the Village "Folh 
was the best thing he had seen 
ten years. 

The attraction opens cold at the 
Greenwich Village Theatre next Tues
day evening. Mr. Klaw is now gen
eral manager of Ithe show, with 
Maurice Green, who has a piece of it, 
remaining as assistant manager. 

In this connection comes confirma
tion of rumors long current that the 
Klaws would align themselves with 
the Shuberts when the Klaw and Er-
langer partnership is dissolved June 
30. It is now known that the Vil
lage "Follies" will be billed on stands 
set up in the lobby of every Shubert 
theatre in this city. 
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SATIRE ON BEDROOM FARCES. 
A satire on bedroom farces, with 

the present title "An Innocent Idea" 
is to be put op next month by Charles 
Emerson Cook. The piece is by Mar
tin Brown, who, however, has chosen 
the program name of "George Wise." 

Robert Emmett Keane is to be star
red in the new play. The plot has 
to do with the writing of a great, plav 
which proves unsuccessful, but which 
through apparently simple little twists 
is made into a bedroom farce to the 
author's embarrassment 




